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(sometimes high-profile offenders) who have been convicted of federal 
offenses such as organized crime or terrorism. The inmates are confined 
in their cells for 23 hours per day and are not able to associate with other 
inmates in the facility. After a period of time, it is hoped that the inmates 
can be moved to a section of the prison that has less security. Correc-
tions officers there use electronic controls to operate the heavy steel doors 
found in the prison. The doors can be sectioned off in the event of a 
riot or other emergency. Closed-circuit television provides inmates with 
exercise classes, educational classes, or religious services broadcast into 
their cells. Some famous inmates housed in Florence include Theodore 
Kaczynski (the “Unabomber”), Robert Hanssen (an FBI agent who spied 
for the Soviets), Terry Nichols (who took part in the Oklahoma City 
bombing), and Richard Reid (the “shoe bomber”).

High-security (maximum-security) federal prisons are referred to as 
U.S. penitentiaries. Their main goal is security. Thus, there are secured 
perimeters and few rehabilitation programs for the inmates, who are in 
secure environments with little freedom of movement. Medium-security 
federal prisons are called federal correctional institutions. They have elec-
tronic fences but a lower ratio of guards to inmates. The third tier of 
federal prisons are the federal prison camps (sometimes called “Club 
Fed”), which hold nonviolent offenders who are not considered to be 
prone to escape. These inmates have more freedom of movement and live 
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prison camps: Minimum- 
and low-security federal 
correctional facilities that have 
few guards with limited fences; 
they hold nonviolent offenders 
who are not considered to be 
escape threats.


